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SACBC PLENARY SESSION

The bishops of the Catholic Church in Southern Africa gathered for their plenary session under
the theme “Synodality” at Khanya House (SACBC national headquarters) in Pretoria from the
23rd to the 30th of January 2024 engaging on matters concerning the Church in South Africa,
Botswana, and Eswatini.

In a first, the SACBC Bishops addressed members of the media following their January Plenary
Session speaking on the following topics:

- Vatican declaration Fiducia Supplicans - On the Pastoral Meaning of Blessings.
- 2024 South Africa General Elections.

- SACBC Justice and Peace Commission class action lawsuit against mining companies over
lung diseases found in former and current employees.

- The South African court case at the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the conflict in the Gaza
Strip and other areas in the world.



Present were SACBC President: Bishop Sithembele Sipuka and SACBC Spokesperson: Stephen
Cardinal Brislin, along with Communications Directors from the SACBC, Justice and Peace, the
Archdiocese of Durban, the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, and the Diocese of Kroonstad.

PASTORAL LETTER FOR 2024 NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS

“For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

These words of the prophet Jeremiah confirm our faith in the presence and goodness of God in
whom we have placed our hope. These words encourage us to travel into the future as a nation,
to put our faith in God and our trust in each other.

Reclaiming the dream

In our statement of August 2023 (Reclaiming the dream), we acknowledged that “Thirty years
after the elation of our democratic elections, we remain grateful that our democratic structures
have withstood numerous attempts on the part of some to weaken them. The separation of
powers has stood firm and respect for the rule of law has prevailed. We are encouraged by the
goodwill of many leaders and fellow citizens in the face of the numerous crises which bedevil our
country.”

The country is now preparing for the 2024 national and provincial elections. This gives us
reason to give thanks that we have maintained our democratic right to go to the polls and freely
choose our leaders. We acknowledge the sterling work of the Independent Electoral
Commission and the efforts of so many to save us from pre- and post-electoral violence.

“Our faith in God and in the inherent goodness of our fellow citizens urges us to work together
in protecting the poor and vulnerable, in giving new hope to so many who have lost hope and in
winning the confidence of our youth.” (Reclaiming the dream)
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We are called to take a new path together.

“Consider how you have fared. You have sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never
have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
and you that earn wages earn wages to put them into a bag with holes.” (Haggai 1: 5, 6)

The prophet Haggai calls us to examine how we have journeyed as a nation and consider how
we could do it differently. Haggai was speaking to his people during their years of trying to
rebuild their nation after the magnificent dream they had about returning from exile. They
found it hard and challenging work and had given way to despair.

Similarly, we experience the ever-growing gap between those who have and have not,
deteriorating infrastructure, rampant corruption on the part of self-serving citizens, and
violence. But we do not allow ourselves to be robbed of the hope that together, we can keep to
our vision of a country which is home to all.

So, as Catholic leaders, we call on all our fellow Catholics and all South Africans to keep working
for a better future in our country. We must not give way to paralyzing disillusionment and
despair. These only lead to more hopelessness, discouraging our youth, in particular, from
taking their rightful place in the democratic institutions, which are the pillars of our democracy
for which so many have sacrificed so much.

We denounce bad shepherds.
"Woe to the shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves" (Ezekiel 34:2-3).

Mindful of the sacrifices that so many made during the struggle against apartheid, we are
disgusted by what we have seen and experienced, seeing how many of our leaders feed
themselves, betraying the legitimate dreams of our people. We have seen the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus become a reality before our eyes. Many of our leaders banquet
sumptuously using state funds while the poor, who are the legitimate beneficiaries of these
funds, are left hungry outside the gate to the mercy of the dogs. (Luke 16:19-31).

“Woe to the shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves. Should not shepherds feed
the flock? You consumed milk, wore wool, and slaughtered fatlings, but the flock you did not
feed” (Ezekiel 34:2-3).

Use your vote!

"I call heaven and earth today to witness against you: | have set before you life and death, the
blessing and the curse. Choose life, then, that you and your descendants may live"
(Deuteronomy 30:19)

These words of Moses remind us of our duty to choose life. Using our right to vote is one way of
choosing life. The election and its results will determine whether the country will be placed on a
different path from the current path of corruption and incompetence.



We strongly appeal to all eligible voters to go out and vote and send a message to incoming
parliamentarians. Nobody should remain at home.

Vote according to your experience and your conscience!

For the good of the country, vote according to your experience and your conscience, not
according to unquestioning loyalty to one or another political party. Consider what is important
for the whole nation, not just what is good for you personally, your political party, and its
alliance partners.

Since the elections may result in coalitions, consider how your vote may contribute to the
formation of a coalition government. Coalitions must not reproduce the divisive and even toxic
situations that we have witnessed in some places.

The SACBC Justice and Peace Commission and the Jesuit Institute have jointly developed
resource materials to help us prepare for the elections; see 2024 Lenten Reflections — English —
SACBC. We also recommend the NATIONAL CHURCH LEADERS CONSULTATION statement on
elections; for its guidance on matters to consider before voting, see National Church Leaders'
Statement on 2024 elections 2 11 2023. We ask all parish priests and pastoral councils to ensure

that parishioners are informed about these materials and aids to help them make responsible
decisions when voting.

The lay faithful have an indispensable role.

In our Pastoral Plan, “Serving God, Humanity and all Creation”, we are called to work together in
building a better world where there is justice, peace, and non-violence. The Pastoral Plan
emphasises the indispensable role of the lay faithful who “by their vocation, seek the Kingdom
of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God. They
live in the world, that is, in each and in all of the secular professions and occupations”. (Lumen
Gentium 31). In particular, the Pastoral Plan, quoting Pope Benedict XVI, urges that “the church
in Africa must help to build up a society in cooperation with government authorities and public
and private institutions that are engaged in building up the common good. The Church, for her
part, is committed to promoting within her own ranks and within society a culture that respects
the rule of law.” (Africae Munus 81)

The power of prayer

The power of prayer should not be overlooked. Our country needs prayers. Holding free, fair,
and peaceful elections needs prayer. Let us pray daily for the light and guidance of the Holy
Spirit. Before and after voting, entrust your actions to the light and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Pray for others who are voting.

Pray that those tempted to commit acts of violence in efforts to manipulate the elections or
even the results when the votes are being counted; pray that all forms of violence may be
hindered by the responsible use of our democratic right to elect the persons of our choice.
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We thank God for the right to determine the outcome of the elections. We commend our
beloved country to the care of Christ, the Good Shepherd, and Mary, our great Patroness.

We ask that in all parishes and communities, we recite every Sunday and at every opportunity
the prayer for the 2024 elections: “Lord, we, the people of South Africa...”

Conclusion
"Behold, | am making all things new." (Revelations 21:5)

In the difficult periods during apartheid and when we had to transition from apartheid to a
constitutional democracy, we have come to discover that we as a people have the God-given
capacity to rise from the ashes, overcome insurmountable crises and find new paths. “We are
Easter people and Alleluia is our song” (Pope Saint John Paul Il, 30 November 1986). May the
Holy Spirit continue to heal what is broken in our hearts, families, and nation as we respond to
God’s call to build a more just and humane, a more united and peaceful South Africa.

+ Sithembele Sipuka
SACBC President
08 February 2024

2024 ELECTION PRAYER

Lord, we the people of South Africa,

thank and praise you for your inexhaustible love and the graces of healing and peace you continually
offer to us as a nation. As we prepare for the elections in 2024, send us your Holy Spirit to form our
consciences according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that we may choose leaders who aspire for the
common good of our nation, and have the fear of the Lord in their hearts.
And so, we pray the following intentions:

That the youth of our nation may register as voters and prepare themselves for voting in 2024.
Merciful God and Father, may your will be done!



That all the officials and volunteers of the Independent Electoral Commission may be honest and
diligent in preparing for the elections ensuring that all procedures are implemented according to the
IEC regulations.

Merciful God and Father, may your will be done!

That the South African Police Services may be well prepared and ensure that law and order is maintained
during the time of political campaigning and during the time of voting and during the period of the
counting of the votes.

Merciful God and Father, may your will be done!

That all media companies and journalists may do their reporting and communication truthfully and with
fairness to all political parties and ensure that no hate speech is allowed to be broadcast.
Merciful God and Father, may your will be done!

International Anglican Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission

Archbishop Mandla Jwara CMM with the delegates of the IARCCUM Conference held in Rome
and Canterbury this January.

We collectively pray for greater cooperation between the Anglican Communion and our Catholic
Church, that unity among Christians may become a witness to our common faith in Christ Jesus

this 2024.




FAREWELL

The Archdiocese of Durban is

| grateful for the dedicated service of

Fr Nkosinathi Ngcobo who has

~ served with distinction in the office

of Chancellor and as parish priest of
St Anthony’s Parish in Greyville.

As he takes up his new post at St

John Vianney Seminary in Pretoria

we all wish him the very best of
God’s abundant blessings.
Archbishop Jwara CMM presented
Fr Nkosinathi with a heartfelt token
of appreciation at a small ceremony
held with Chancery staff members.

CONGRATULATIONS ST HENRY’S MARIST COLLEGE
The Archdiocese of Durban congratulates St Henry’s Marist College on its 95" birthday
celebration, held at Holy Trinity Parish in Musgrave on the 2™ of February 2024, and celebrated
by His Eminence Wilfrid Cardinal Napier OFM along with School Chaplains Fr Sean Mullin
CSSp and Fr David Houbert, as well as other concelebrating clergy.




MARIS STELLA SCHOOL CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
The term 1 Academic Mass at Maris Stella School set the tone for a special 2024 as the school
community celebrates 125 years. The school theme for this year, inspired by the Holy Family

Sisters, is to be “Rooted in Christ” by building on shared values and continuing to cultivate a
spirit of unity, joy, and love.




DATES TO DIARIZE
16 March 2024  08h30 DPC Finance Board Meeting - St Joseph’s Parish Morningside

27 March 2024  10h00 Chrism Mass - Emmanuel Cathedral
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/M ISIFUNDABHISHOBH!I SASETHEKWINI
TOGETHER WITH THE SHANGE, MANCI
AND MSOMI FAMILIES
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO
THE PRIESTLY ORDINATION

OF THEIR SONS

NKAZIMULO SIPHESIHLE SANELE
SHANGE MANCI Msomi

BY HIS EXCELLENCY
BISHOP ELIAS KWENZAKUFANI ZONDI

13 APRIL 2024, 10 AM
EMMANUEL CATHEDRAL

OWUQALILE UMSEBENZI KINI, UZAKUWUFEZA...
THE ONE WHO BEGAN A WORK IN YOU WILL BRING IT TO COMPLETION
PHILIPPIANS. 1:6




ARCHBISHOP’S CORNER
On behalf of the Jwara family I would like to thank all of you for your messages of condolences
expressed when we lost our dear father Alfred Njinga Jwara. We are also grateful to the nine
bishops who attended the funeral. May the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of
God rest in peace, Amen.

CONDOLENCES
The Archdiocese of Durban sends heartfelt condolences to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate who
lost their scholastic Br Collins Masinde OMI who drowned in the sea on the south coast of
KwaZulu-Natal. We pray in a special way for his family back in Kenya who are experiencing
such a great loss. May his soul find peace with the Lord.

In the same breath our condolences go to Fr Joe Money OMI and his family on the death of his
mother Alice in Australia on 23 February 2024 at the age of 103. Please remember the Money
family in your prayers and may their beloved mother rest in the peace and goodness of God our
loving father.

We have just heard that Fr Thabani Shoba OMI lost his father on 25 February 2024. Our
condolences go to him and his family as they mourn the demise of their father. May the soul of
his dear father rest in eternal peace.

CLOSERTO JESUS
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